This paper surveys the existing state of Canadian disability history in terms of publicly available studies and resources. It will also consider the extent to which the field includes a critical disability studies perspective. Furthermore, future prospects for disability history in Canada will be addressed, including consideration of wider public engagement in preserving, interpreting and promoting our past. Crucial to understanding future prospects are the resources that are, or need to be, available to enable disability history to flourish in Canada inside and outside the academy. This essay will conclude with a discussion about historical preservation and where this field might be in 2021.
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39 might make disabled activists, for example, as devoid of flaws in advocacy work or which make all medical interventions as automatically oppressive. Disabled people can be as inspiring and as discriminatory, within one person or organization, as can anyone else.
In order to have a fuller sense of this history, including where disabled people lead lives that are as mundane and full of contradictions as that of most people who are not disabled, a wide variety of sources need to be preserved and a wide variety of histories need to be told. For that to happen we have to value all aspects of our past and to instil this value in others who keep these records so that future disability histories can be preserved, written and debated for generations to come. In doing so the historical memory of our collective past can, one would hope, make for a better future where disabled people are not marginalized and oppressed as has so often happened in Canadian history. This history can influence a collective sense of self-identity and political engagement. It can also influence public policies that have a direct impact on people with disabilities as policy-makers learn from the past while being influenced to improve practices in the present.
For this 'historiographical happening' to occur, work in Canadian disability history needs to be done just about everywhere from a critical disability studies perspective. This is both daunting and exciting given the wide open field for scholars interested in developing a new area of historical study. To get a sense of this field, the following pages provide a succinct survey of work done so far and where we might go from here.
One caveat: while this survey aims to include a wide array of historical studies on disability in Canada, it does not claim to be comprehensive. Some sources included will Reaume, Disability History In Canada
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puzzle some, whilst others left out will irritate others. The purpose is to provide a general idea of the field as organized herein while also acknowledging that a truly comprehensive bibliography awaits another day.
Sensory Disabilities
Research on the history of people with sensory disabilities in Canada includes studies on people who are deaf/Deaf and blind. It needs to be acknowledged that not all people who identify as hearing impaired consider themselves disabled; for the purposes of this paper they are included based on historical classifications of deaf being a disability. Probably the longest book to date (600 pages) produced in Canadian disability history is Clifton
Carbin's Deaf Heritage in Canada (Carbin, 1996) , edited by Dorothy Smith. A comprehensive examination of deaf heritage across Canada during the 19 th and 20 th centuries, this study focuses on educational, employment, cultural and social activities among deaf people in a way that is intended to celebrate their history. While academic historians generally look down on such histories as being devoid of critical analysis, it would be unfair to dismiss this book solely on this basis, not least because of the wealth of resources, documentation and photographic records employed in telling this history.
Given that disability scholars advocate disabled people telling their own stories and reclaiming history, writing histories that validate the past can also be a way of community building, particularly amongst people who have historically been marginalized. The key is to be critical of our history as disability historians, avoiding the sort of 'great man' narratives that doctors, for example, have been criticized for. Instead, histories need to discuss our past that is both respectful of the disability community's Blind, 1850 -1915 " (Pearce, 2011 , utilizes critical disability studies historical analysis which eschews the charitable 'overcoming' narrative in favour of the gradual emphasis on the educational and employment rights of disabled people. In this instance, these rights were advocated by blind people led by Charles Fraser whose work in this area, she argues, has been neglected in historical accounts. Pearce's work is unique among the above accounts for its critical disability historical scholarship and re-orientation of historical analysis to a rights based approach rather than earlier traditions which portray disabled people, and non-disabled allies, as forever brave as they engage in struggles for social inclusion.
Physical Disabilities
Historical studies on people with physical disabilities comprise a significant and growing body of work in this country. Mary Tremblay's extensive research and writing on people with spinal cord injuries arguably entitles her to be considered the first historical researcher in Canada to deliberately incorporate a critical disability studies approach. (Tremblay, 1993; 1995; 1998a; 1998b; Other studies on polio in Canada by Christopher Rutty (Rutty, 1995; have focused on the medical history of this topic from a policy and clinical point of view.
Walking Fingers provides a personal perspective that social historians of disability (and medicine) will find invaluable, particularly as people from the earliest decades included in this book die and their memories become all that much rarer to locate. My book on the experiences of people with spinal cord injuries and polio at a rehabilitation centre in British Columbians between the 1890s to 1960s records how elderly people, particularly old, poor single men past employment prospects, were literally hidden away (Davies, 2003) . While disability as an analytic category is not a focus of either book, both studies raise important issues dealing with institutional confinement, community care and state neglect of the elderly that has clear resonance in disability history, areas which are in need of further exploration.
Intellectual Disability And Eugenics
Critical historical academic accounts on the institutional experiences of, and policies about, people with intellectual disabilities were first seriously engaged in Canada by
Harvey Simmons (Simmons, 1982) , and co-authors John Radford and Deborah Carter Park (Radford & Park, 1993; 1995; 1999) . Their work describes the repressive policies towards intellectually disabled people. Radford and Park, writing over a decade after
Simmons, are more clearly influenced by the then emerging field of disability studies.
Their work is among the first in Canada, along with that of Mary Tremblay who wrote on people with physical disabilities noted above, which incorporates a conscious critical disability studies historical analysis. Jessa Chupik and David Wright (Chupik & Wright, 2006) have also contributed to this history with their article "Treating the 'idiot' child in early 20 th -century Ontario," which focuses on efforts of families to obtain treatment for children in the community before resorting to institutional confinement.
Nic Clarke's work on oppressive attitudes and practices towards children labeled as "mentally deficient" in British Columbia from 1870-1930 (Clarke, 2004-05) and his historiographical article on the importance of looking beyond asylums and into the community for historical experiences of people with intellectual disabilities in Canada (Clarke, 2006) significantly adds to this under-studied topic. His argument for why this historical work is needed reflects an approach which critical disability studies scholars in any field can identify with: "Most importantly, adding the voices of the intellectually disabled to the historical record not only influences their inclusion into contemporary
Canadian society by affirming their existence in the past (and their direct involvement in the building of the country), but also promotes social justice…. Historical research into the lives and experiences of people with intellectual disabilities may well further the cause of advocacy movements for the disabled by providing a collective public memory of the injustices of the past, how they happened, and why they must never happen again" (Clarke, 2006, 484-485 among people who were eugenically sterilized. Both sources clearly reflect the importance of using oral history to ensure that previously silenced people are able to present their own perspectives, even when officials try to continue to enforce decades' long silence, as Malacrida had to contend with. Her study, along with the edited collection by Schwier, underlines how disability oral history can serve to empower people whose views have so long been prevented from being heard by the wider public, until now. Suppressed history is being revealed to include previously excluded people, an exclusionary process that still persists today. In doing so, the past challenges the present.
Aside from studies on people with physical disabilities noted above, the eugenics campaign, particularly that which was directed against individuals labeled as having a 'mental defect', is the most extensively studied topic from a critical perspective in Canadian disability history. This is so even though these studies were not, for the most part, deliberately written with a critical disability studies analysis in mind. Angus
McLaren's contribution, Our Own Master Race (McLaren, 1990) (Grekul, et. al., 2004) provides careful statistical analysis of the demographic background of people who were sterilized, or slated for sterilization but were not operated upon, based on heavily culled files from the province of Alberta. Jane Harris-Zsovan's book (Harris-Zsovan, 2010), subtitled "Canada's Nasty
Little Secret", in which the history and legacy of eugenics in Alberta is critically analyzed, is surprisingly devoid, however, of engaging the above cited studies, other than
McLaren. Her account does not incorporate, nor show influence of, more recent disability studies historical research on this topic.
Immigration, Race And Disability
Related to the mistreatment of Canadians under eugenics programs were immigration policies influenced by prejudiced notions about who should be allowed into the country, or who should be deported. These practices were encumbered with discriminatory practices towards people based on disability, race, religion, ethnicity, class and gender.
Two articles by Robert Menzies examine, in the first instance, the expulsion from British (Chadha, 2008) .
Capurri analyzes newspaper and public discussions throughout the 20 th century about why it was argued that people should be excluded from Canada on the grounds of disability or disease (Capurri, 2010) .
The above cited studies are tied into discussions about how race impacts Canadian disability history, an area which Robert Menzies has again contributed to with his co- 
Mad People's History
Reaume, Disability History In Canada conscious critical disability studies perspective any more than the aforementioned studies on the history of psychiatry in Canada, her book indicates how it is possible to include an insider's account of a particular group of people without sacrificing critical analysis of which there is plenty in regard to the activist history she recounts. It is not a 'heroic' overcoming approach but more of a self-reflexive analysis in which problems within the mad movement are discussed as much as is criticism of psychiatry. In this sense, her study fits right into critical disability studies given Shimrat's appreciation of her own position in relation to her subject and involvement with the people she is writing about, a central tenet of critical disability studies research.
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Activist Histories
Shimrat's book leads into activist histories and its connections to public policies affecting disabled people. As with some of the above cited sources, such as Shimrat and Parent, disability history cannot be so easily divided between clear cut categories since people Peters recalls the cross-disability solidarity that was necessary to force a reluctant government to move on this issue only after national mobilization by disabled people and their allies. She also hints at tensions and prejudices within the activist community, as some activists with physical disabilities thought of leaving out people with mental disabilities from their demands for constitutional protections to make their own inclusion easier. Fortunately, this did not happen. Instead, people whose disabilities ranged across the entire spectrum worked together to ensure a historic human rights legal victory. A study like this, while rightfully celebrating a major advocacy triumph, also helps to show that this political work took place amidst serious differences within the disability activist community about how to proceed and who to include. Peters thus offers an interpretation which is critically engaged, including about internal activist history.
David Lepofsky, one of the architects of the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, provides an account of the efforts to get this provincial legislation passed in an article about a history that he, along with fellow activists, was crucial in shaping (Lepofsky, 2004) . The impact of mothers of children with intellectual disabilities on social policies affecting their offspring, is detailed by Melanie Panitch in a book subtitled "Accidental Activists" (Panitch, 2008) . This subtitle emphasize how the struggle to improve the rights of disabled people was significantly advanced by women who came to activism through their efforts to protect their children, efforts which had a widespread impact on closing down institutions in which intellectually disabled people had been confined.
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Related to this is John Lord's book on the history of the independent living movement in Canada since the 1970s (Lord, 2010) . His study recounts the influence of disability activists and allies on policy makers in establishing autonomous or assisted living arrangements, so that disabled people are increasingly (though certainly not entirely) able to make their own decisions about how and where they wish to live. The inability of being able to escape medico-legal control in the community, no matter where one lives, is a subject of a study pertaining to Canadian disability activist history. In his book on "tranquil prisons", a critique of community treatment orders in Ontario, Erick
Fabris includes a discussion of the activist history of the No Force Coalition which opposed the enactment of these retrogressive laws for people with a psychiatric history (Fabris, 2011) . As an activist himself before, during and after the enactment of this law in 2000, Fabris provides both a personal and historical account of psychiatric survivor activism at a crucial time in our history. His study contributes, like those by Starkman, Shimrat, Parent, Lepofsky and others to recording a history they were a part of as activists.
The above sources make essential contributions to Canadian disability history by detailing the influence that disability rights activism has had, and continues to have, on people who have been among this country's most marginalized citizens. Indeed, people with disabilities insisting on citizenship rights is at the heart of this history which has only been 'granted' by the powers that be after sustained public protest. This protest has point. (Barnartt, 2008) She notes that activism north of the 49 th parallel started later but that, generally, these protests were independent of one another with Canadian protests often being more specific to a particular group of disabled people than in the US. Her study points to the importance of studying the overall impact of disability protests on public policies, and within the disability community, over an extended period of time.
A further aspect of disability activism that deserves attention is using disability history in itself to advance greater awareness of, and inclusion for, people with Asylum (Reaume, 2010 (Reaume, -2011 .
The above efforts include people who live this history who are involved in preserving our own histories. Equally important, we are also involved in interpreting and re-interpreting a past in a way that reflects the social movements that spawned critical disability history in the first place.
Conclusion: The Future Of Canadian Disability's Past?
Disability historical scholarship in Canada has grown out of the very activism which researchers, writers and archivists now document as part of our own engagement with the past and present. History can therefore empower the disability rights movement, engaging the very people whose past we are recording, while also helping to ensure that this history is no longer so easily ignored or dismissed. Just as disabled people insist they have a rightful place in Canadian society so too this claim is increasingly being asserted in works which record this country's history, even though this is just starting to be felt in academia. To make this claim for inclusion in the historical record, as well as in the contemporary world, is a way of ensuring that the citizenship rights won through many years of struggle by disability activists and supporters are not taken for granted. ensures that a far more complete and representative history of this topic will be impossible to obtain (Grekul, et al., 2004, p. 365-66) . Such an act of historical vandalism, especially when it comes to history some people in positions of power would prefer stays buried, or be less clearly documented, needs to be prevented from happening again through education and archival activism. Producing histories like those discussed here helps not only to record the history of disability communities, but it also helps to make archivists and the wider public aware of the importance of preserving this past.
It is equally important that people with disabilities and allies work to save and store records of activism, advocacy and events which we may have from the past in our own possession. As most disability organizations have scant resources in the first place, archival preservation may be low down on the priority list. Yet it has been done. The The internet, as noted above, also has many possibilities for preserving and disseminating historical records. Yet, while digitization may help to make history more available through the world wide web (though accessibility also depends upon the type of software used), caution needs to be maintained about long-term reliance on the internet for preservation purposes. Digital records can disappear into cyber space as technology changes in decades to come, whereas paper format has much greater chance of survival down the centuries (as anyone who has worked in an archives knows, even given the fragility of old documents). New technologies, while important for helping to advance and record our history, also change and can be made inaccessible as the years go by. Thus ways of ensuring records are stored for posterity beyond the internet, need to be considered since the internet will one day morph into something else beyond our current imagination. Print copies of documents, on the other hand, have a much greater chance of long-term existence beyond our own transitory time on this planet.
Where to store such records is always a concern, especially since a central generations. This is one of the main challenges facing disability history in Canada, as elsewhere, in the years ahead, along with researching and writing those parts of our history which we already have access to in public archives.
What might Canadian disability history be like in 2021? While predicting the future is a tricky business, especially for historians who should avoid claims of prophecy, it is worth speculating if only to hope that such academic day dreams offer some hints for the future. Generally speaking, a decade from the time these words are written will have additional edited collections and monographs which add to the growing body of work, particularly among scholars who engage in fields such as the social history of labour, women, indigenous peoples, racialized communities, sexual minorities and the development of public policies.
While all areas are in need of further investigation, historical studies on the period before the mid 1800s in Canada are especially needed as this area is completely unexplored. This earlier period is also the most difficult period about which to find primary sources given its distance from our own time and fewer obviously available records. It also relates to the fact that disabled people in the community are harder to find than in institutions. Since nearly all people with disabilities were not institutionalized in pre-1850 Canada, unlike in later periods for which there are thousands of asylum files, this requires more archival sleuthing. Uncovering disability history from this earlier While it can hardly be claimed that disabled people's history is widely known for the post-1850 period, it is obvious from this brief survey that the past century and a half has received all of our attention thus far because of more easily available primary sources, the closeness in time to our own experiences and, in the case of oral history, the ability to record first person accounts from people alive today. Indeed, oral histories of disability in Canada are probably one of the prime areas that will expand in the decade ahead given the desire to preserve first person accounts of disabled people's experiences on a particular topic. The form which these oral histories will take, however, may prevent unedited transcripts from being preserved given the requirement to destroy such records after a period of time by university-based researchers in order to preserve confidentiality.
This ironically leaves the potential for some disability history to be both produced and then made to perish due to legal and ethical obligations of the researcher, since not all of an unedited transcript will likely be used. Nevertheless, published work from such research, as with Tracy Odell's study, has the potential to yield historical riches from what is preserved in such interviews.
The history of disability outside of the main population centres, at least for the post-Confederation era, is also to be hoped for with work to be done on disability in the Race and disability in Canadian history is another area where much research needs to be done with hopeful signs for the future with the work of researchers such as Nadia Kanani (Kanani, 2011) .
The second half of the 20 th century will also be a likely focus of significant new research with its closer connection for everyone who lived during part of this time. The huge social impact of deinstitutionalization and transinstitutionalization along with the work of activists within the disability community are major areas of research that are likely to be more widely studied by 2011. Being inspired by those who went before can be as good a reason as any to engage in this research, so long as we are also critical about those we may admire, whilst also recording how they made mistakes and could be as offensive as anyone else. Studying more recent times also allows for direct engagement of disabled people with their history through participatory research projects such as producing oral histories which is another reason why this period is likely to see significant expansion.
Digital disability history archives are also likely to expand given the wider scope for disseminating information about our past to a wider audience than ever before, thus creating new interpretative and preservation possibilities. What form these new technologies might take as the electronic age continues to zap around the world, is an area that is best left to more technically informed people to speculate about than myself.
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The (Morris, 1998, 35) . Selection of what electronic sources to print and keep is not so simple, but if people think about it and do it, contemporary disability history will survive past the current computer age.
Whatever form our past takes in the future, we can only interpret it if we make a deliberate effort to maintain and continue to collect our documentary heritage that is all too easily forgotten and discarded -like so many disabled people were in the past and still are today. As this article indicates, there is every reason to be encouraged about the continued growth of research into Canadian disability history. There is also much work to be done in the archives where this history waits to be uncovered and in the wider community where this history is happening every day.
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